


























THE 


Massachusetts 
Baptift Miffionary Magazine. 














Vol. I. SEPTEMBER, 1804. No. III. 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Extract from the Rev. Jofeph Cornell’s Letter to 
the Society, containing a Journal of his fecond 
Tour into Upper Canada, &c. 


l To tHe Massacuusetts Baptist Missionary Society. 
Dear Fathers and Brethren, 


By the bleffing of God I have once more returned from my 
long tour, which I performed in the following order, viz. On 
the 2oth of O&ober I left home and rode to Amfterdam, where 
I found a {mall Baptift Church, who appeared thankful for the 
' vifit. I next vifited Duane’s-bufh, and found they had been 
favoured with a goodly reformation. Mr. Mudge was baptiz- 
ed in the 85th year of his age. -He had been a member of a 
Prefbyterian church 60 years. He is firm in the doétrine of 
free and fovereign grace, and is going on his way rejoicing ; 
waiting for the time to come when he fhall fleep in Jefus. 
Elder Mudge is the fon of this aged pilgrim. He informed 
me, that if I would ftay one day he would go with me. And 
after preaching four fermons, we went on together to Worcef- 
ter. Here the Lord reigned; and the people received us 
gladly. Here is a Baptilt church of 70 members, affifted by a 
licenfed preacher. It was a fweet feafon. We had five fer- 
mons in two days. Elder Hartwell came to our help. After 
parting with my miniftering brethren, I tarried and preached 
four times, and then went to Jefferfon. Here I preached three 
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times. The ears of the people were open to hear, and feemed 
much rejoiced that their old preacher had come — ; for I 
had once been in this hill country before. I preached the laf 
time in the evening, on the north line of the town. It was an 
extreme dark night, yet the houfe was fo crowded, that it was 
difficult to find room to ftand. They ufed many arguments 
to perfuade me to tarry longer, but my appointments were 
fuch I could not. From this I went to Socandaga river, and 
preached eleven fermons. On this river, two of their towns 
have experienced a good work of God’s Spirit. Thirty three 
have been baptized : they wifh for more inftruction, and were 
very thankful that they wére yet remembered by their Miffion- 
ary friends. 

My next route was up the North River, where I preached in 
nine neighbourhoods where they have no ftated preaching. 
Here were two deftitute churches which I vifited. They 
manifefted every mark of thankfulnefs, and fpared no pains in 
attending meetings. In the north part of this route, they were 
‘almoft altonifhed, that fo mountainous a part of the country 
fhould be vifited by a miffionary ; and oftem# would fay, “ God 
has favoured us beyond our expectations.” I was indulged a 
very pleafant opportunity on Chriftmas day, in adminiftering 
the ordinance of baptifm. Many faid it was the beft Chrift- 
mas they ever faw. Here was a confiderable appearance 
of a revival. Since I left them, I have heard that Broth- 
er Nichols has been there a number of times, and God 
has bleffed his labour, fo that the good work is yet going 
on. I felt fo united in affection to many, that I feemed to 
leave my heart with them; for I verily think God is about to 
plant a church here. On my return homewards I vifited the 
fecond church in Greenfield, and found fome awakening among 
them. From thence I came to Milton, and attended the ordi- 
nation of Brother Jonathan Nichols; after which I returned 
home, and found that God had vifited my family with afflic- 
tions, in removing my grand-daughter from her weeping par- 
ents into the world of fpirits. 

After {pending a few days at home, I fet my face again to- 
wards Canada. I commenced my miflionary labours at 
Broadalbin. Here I found a number of the lambs of Chrift, 
to whom I preached with much pleafure three times. To fee 
the joy of the people while crowded together to hear the word 
gave a {pring to my {pirit, and animated me in the good work 
of preaching. Leaving this place, I took my journey through 
the back fettlements of T'ilfborough, Canada-Creek, &c. to Black 
River. The people were in general attentive, and many man- 
ifefted an ardent defire after the truth; others appeared to 
have obtained a confiderable growth in the apoftles’ dodtrine. 
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At Weft-Canada Creek, I heard that brother Roots was gone 
to Upper Canada. ‘Therefore with a view to overtake him, I 
left preaching excepting evenings and Lord’s days, for I was 
informed that letters had been forwarded to me and others, to 
come into Canada and affift in ordaining brother Derby/fbire. 
I rode one hundred and fifty miles further weft, than I went 
laft year. Arriving at the place I found brother Roots and 
three other minifters. It is utterly out of my power to exprefs 
the joy which flowed from every heart. For a moment, breth- 
ren, imagine yourfelves three hundred miles from any ordained 
minifter of your own denomination, and on the north fide of 
thefe great waters, and this will give you fome faint idea of 
the ground of our prefent joy. 

The few churches of our denomination in this Province 
have formed an Affociation, with whom we now met, and af- 
fifted’in accommodating fome differences of opinion among 
them. I believe it would have given all our brethren a new 
{pring of foul, to have feen the aflembly crowded till the houfe 
would hold no more, and a number out in the weather. I at- 
tempted to preach from Eph. iv. 3. And when I came to de- 
{cribe the unity of the Spirit, our hearts melted together. Broth- 
er Roots preached after me, from Lam. ili. 40. When he 
came to fet forth what.was implied in fearching and turning to 
the Lord, it appeared that the great ftrife was, who fhould in 
the molt {peedy and effectual manner comply with the exhorta- 
tion, and who fhould be firft in “‘ bringing the King back.” O 
my foul! never forget this precious day of God’s power, in 
blefling the labours of us his unworthy fervants, in this remote 
wildernefs. The whole of this meeting was attended with 
good order, and our encouragement was great: for pools of 
water have broken out in the defert, and it begins to look like 
a garden. . 

Elder Winn, one of the minifters prefent, lives at the Weft 
Lake ; and is now favoured with a glorious revival of religion 
among his people. Elder Turner lives at Moyers’ Creek, and 
his labours have been remarkably bleffed the year paft; and 
things are now very agreeable amongft them. Their addi- 
tions have been confiderable for fo new a place. He has bap- 
tized upwards of 20 in a fhort time paft, who appear to be dif- 
ciples, well inftruéted in the doétrine of the kingdom of God. 
Elder Crandall has had a comfortable feafon the year paft. 
The church is increafing in numbers, and we thought in graces 
likewife. They all complain of living at fuch a diftance from 
their brethren. 

Were any perfon who knows the force of Chriftian fympathy 
to go into Upper Canada, and fee and hear what we did, 
he would be filled with joy to fee their joy, and forrow to fee 
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their ftrong defires for affiftance in preaching. Minifterial la- 
bours are continually called for ; for there were but three min- 
ifters of our order who had been regularly ordained, and 
one Prefbyterian minifter for the fpace of 200 miles, until we 
ordained two others, at the diftance of 140 miles. Brother 
Roots parted with me for one week ; he vifiting and preaching 
in the northern fettlements, and I in the fouth. Our labours I 
truft were crowned with a blefling. We met again and preach- 
ed, one in the day time and the other in the evening at Ernes- 
town. ‘The appearance here was favourable. The people are 
Prefbyterians and Epifcopalians. 

We next vifited Kingfton. The attention was much greater 
here than we expected. O that God would do by this little 
city as he did by Samaria, then there would be great joy among 
the people. We next faced the 20 miles woods, in which dif- 
tance we found only one hut inhabited by the natives. We 
warmed us by their fire, but could not make them underftand 
any thing about religion. We got fafely through the woods, 
and preached in the evening. We then went to fee the Jittle 
Vine planted the laft year in Stephentown. When we arrived, 
we found the church met together, waiting for our advice and 
affiftance in the ordination of brother Derbyfhire. They imme- 
diately appointed a day for him to preach, and pafs an exam- 
ination ; we were much gratified in both. When the day ap- 
pointed for the folemnity was come, it was truly affeécting to 
fee the multitude gathering together, whilft with a view to ac- 
commodate them, the upper floors in the houfe were broken 
up. At the fame time brother Abel Stephens was introduced to 
our notice, for the particular purpofe of obtaining our opinion 
refpecting the legality of a former ordination. After duly con- 
fidering all the circumftances relating to the fubjeé, we thought 
it advifeable to ordain him again to put an end to all doubts. 
A fermon was delivered upon the occafion, and they were both 
publicly fet apart according to’ apoftolic practice. It would 
have afforded unfpeakable pleafure to our benevolent fociety to 
hear their expreflions of joy, arifing from the confideration 
that they were now favoured with lawful adminiftrators in 
their own neighbourhood ; for before there were none within 
150 miles. In attending more than twenty folemnities of this 
kind, my poor‘unworthy foul never had amore folemn day 
than this. We left them offering up thanks to Heaven for the 
vifit, and blefling you in the name of the Lord, for fending help 
among them who feemed ready to perifh. 

Taking leave of thefe brethren, we rode 60 miles and preach- 
ed nine fermons, chiefly among the Scotch people. We have 
reafon to hope our ‘preaching was not in vain. Soon after, we 
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about eight inches deep, and no track; for it was thought to 
be dangerous crofling ; but a kind Providence brought us fafe 
into the United States again. The day following we came to 
Perch-Creek, and preached four times with great comfort. 
Here I was obliged to part with brother Roots, and hard part- 
ing it was; for our hearts were knit together like the hearts of 
David and Jonathan. After his departure 1 preached four 
fermons more in the fame place with comfort. I next vifited 
Watertown,* and preached ten fermons. Here is a {mail 
Baptift Church. We had a church meeting, two joined, and 
we truft Chrift was known in the breaking of bread in the com- 
munion. The church voted their thanks to your benevolent 
Society. 

Leaving Watertown I went to Sandy-Creek, and found my 
Matter was there before me, and had already begun to work. 
The little church we gathered laft year, appears to be in har- 
mony ; and fome have been added by letters. Since I firft ar- 
rived there, which was the 26th of March, twelve have been 
baptized. The laft evening I heard from there, they had a 
concert of prayer ; and the young converts fell on their knees 
before their Maker, and cried for mercy for poor finners! They 
continued their fervent fupplications for a very confiderable 
length of time. O Lord hear their prayers for Chrift’s fake. 

From this I went to vifit five other towns ; and found at 
Leyden,t+ there had been a good reformation. Nine had been 
baptized in one day. At Turen, eighteen were examined, and 
the time appointed for them to be baptized. Elder Stephen 
Parfons had lately removed into this town: Therefore as they 
were now favoured with his gifts, I tarried to preach two fer- 
mons only, as I thought it my duty more efpecially to vifit the 
deftitute. Many here were inquiring in earneft to know what 
they fhall do tobe faved. I proceeded from this to Steuben. 
Here we had a communion feafon. The church were happy in 
love, and are favoured with the afliftance of a young preacher. 
From hence I went to Weftern, and found God had been car- 
rying on his work ever fince I was there laft year. Here I 
tarried fix days and preached ten times. I attended their 
church meeting, and baptized three as the gleanings of the 
Vintage, after which we hada moft folemn communion feafon. 
Their prayers and exhortations were frequent, in which they 
exprefied themfelves very underftandingly. It was like a sweet 


* When I was here laft year, I preached toa profefed Deift. God 
was pleafed to awaken him and his wife ; fhe told her exercifes to the 
church, to their abundant joy. They have hope of him alfo. Lord 
make me thankful. 

+ We are not certain that this ts the proper name. Editors. 
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air to breathe in. Their fincere thanks were exprefled to the 
Society. They had thirty-five added the laft year. They ex- 
prefled a great defire to fee you, to tell you of their joys on ac- 
count of your fending fome to help them in the gofpel. After 
leaving this people, I returned homeward. Nothing very {pe- 
cial occurred ; yet I may fay, however, that the people where - 
ever | travelled were very thankful for the vifit. They mani- 
felted their good wifhes; and frequently contributed fomething 
towards our expenfes. They requeft an intereft in your pray- 
ers for their profperity, in the things which pertain to the king- 
dom of God. 

When I paffed through the Black River country laft year, 
there was no church of any denomination, and now there are 
five Baptift churches and three Prefbyterian.. ‘The former have 
two ordained minifters, and the latter one. Each denomina- 
tion manifefts great Chriftian friendfhip. Bigotry is very little 
knownhere. Although they are feparate in their communions, 
yet their doors were equally open for preaching. The Lord 
has done great things for them, whereof we are glad. 

In the courfe of my journey I have been favoured with the 
company of a number of miniftering brethren, which have 
helped me much by their labours in the gofpel of Chrift. 
Brother Roots in an efpecial manner ought to be noticed. He 
travelled in my route more than five hundred miles. His la- 
bours have been eminently bleffed, for which I defire to be 
thankful. 

I think I may venture to fay, I have had as much of the 
divine prefence as I ever had in a journey before. The 
thought of meeting you, dear brethren, at the throne of grace, 
when I have attempted to pray or preach in this defert land, 
has often extorted the tears of joy from my eyes. O that your 
labours in having fent the firft Miffionaries into thefe northern 
regions, may be bleffed. 

I have lately feen a letter, giving an account of a miffiona- 
ry’s returning to England from the Cape of Good-Hope, ac- 
companied by three Hottentots who had been converted to the 
faith of Jefus; and further ftating, that he had gathered a 
church there of 30 members. On reading this account my 
heart exclaimed, My body is not too good to be worn out in fo 
glorious a caufe, might I only have the company of my {weet 
Saviour, who left heaven and came down to earth to die for us 
poor finners. 

Since I have been on my miffion I have rode 1717 miles. I 
have been 150 miles further weft than I went the laft year. I 
have attempted to preach one hundred and fixty-one fermons. 
And I think I can fay I have found the faying of the prophet 
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true, They that wait on the Lord fhall renew their firength. O Lord 
make me thankful that I have feen fo much of the work of thy 
Spirit on the hearts of poor finners. Not unto us, not unto us, O 
Lord, but unto thy name be-all the glory in the church throughout al 


ages, Amen. 
JOSEPH CORNELL. 
Galway, State of New-York, 
May 10, 1804. 





FN 





Extract from the Minutes of the Thurlow Baptift 
Affociation in Upper Canada, held at. Halder. 
mand, on the 16th and 17th Feb. 1804. 


“ Voted, to requeft the Moderator and Clerk to compofe a letter to 
the Maflachufetts Baptift Miffionary Society, fating to them our 
fituation, and requefting their further affiftance.” The following 
letter was accordingly drawn up and committed to Elder Cornell to 
fend on to the Society. 


To rue Massacuusetts Bartist Missionary Society, to 
meet in Bofton the laft Wednefday in May next. 


Dear Fathers and Brethren, 


"Tue Thurlow Baptift Affociation fend their unfeigned 
thanks to the Society, for fending their miflionary, elder Fo/eph 
Cornell, whofe coming, with elder Peter P. Roots, has been to 
our peculiar advantage; their coming was like Paul and Bar- 
nabas vifiting the churches. For their labours amongft us, the 
chief we can do, is to render our united thanks to the Father of 
mercies, and God of all grace, that he has put it into the hearts 
of our fathers and brethren, in the United States, to fend faith- 
ful brethren to Upper Canada, to help us by affifting “to fet 
in order the things that are wanting.” And whén we faw 
your Miffionary Magazine, and heard of the profperity of Zion, 
of the fuccefs of Emanuel over the powers of darknefs, our 
fouls were filled with joy unfpeakable and full of glory. 

Two years fince, our three churches, in this quarter, agreed 
to form into an affociation for our mutual improvement, and 
affiftance in promoting the caufe of truth: but laft year fome 
things took place, which interrupted, and we were afraid would 
continue to interrupt, if not deftroy, the union and {weet friend- 
fhip, which we had before felt : but according to our prayers, 
and by the blefling of God attending the labours of our breth- 
ren, who came from the States to vifit us, our harmony in got- 
pel bonds is all reftored, and much increafed. We have receiv- 
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ed one church this year, and our interview has been evidently 
crowned with the Divine Prefence, and it has been a molt edi- 
fying, comforting, and refrefhing feafon to our fouls. 

As we are yet in our infant ftate, and our country is very ex- 
tenfive and very deftitute ; as we have only three regularly or- 
dained minifters of our order, and but one Prefbyterian in all 
this country, we earneftly requeft further help from your be- 
nevolent Society. We fee plainly that your benevolence leads 
you to part with your earthly fubftance in order to fpread the 
gofpel in the wildernefs. May the Lord of the harveft reward 
you a thoufand fold, and may the blefling of many ready to 
perifh come upon you. And we hope and pray, that the Lord 
may prepare us for, and fend us ftated labourers into this part 
of his harveft. When father Cornell told us of your continual 
prayers for the wildernefs to break forth into pools of living 
water, our fouls faid, Amen, Lord, even fo let it be. 

Signed in behalf of the Affociation, 


JOSEPH CORNELL, Moderator. 
PETER P. ROOTS, Ckré. 


P.S. Our next Affociation is to be holden at Thurlow, the 
fecond Friday in Feb. 1805, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 








ow 
Extract of a letter from a Chriftian Brother, dated 
Lowville, April 7th, 1804, addrefled to the Mif- 
fionary Society. 


Dear Fathers and Brethren, 


HIS is to inform you, though in a very brief man- 

ner, of fome peculiar bleflings which have attend- 

ed the labours of your Miffionary, Elder Jofeph Corhell, in the 
towns of Rutland and Champion, in the Black River coun- 
try. 
I fhall give you a fhort ftatement of his firft vifit. About 
the 19th of January, 1803, he came toChampion, having been 
previoufly informed, that there was a council in the Open 
Communion Baptift Society to attend, for the purpofe of giv- 
ing fellow/bip to a number as a church, and alfo to ordain 
Brother Timothy Pool. But it fo fell out, that a part of the 
council did not attend ; and after a fhort conference with the 
brethren, it was concluded to proceed fo far as to examine 
their ftanding as a church; and to omit the ordination until 
more help could be obtained. 
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But in the mean time the old gentleman, with his grave 
looks, and with a moft feeling fenfe of our weaknefs in a bufi- 
nefs fo important, began (when called upon) to exprefs him- 
felf in the following manner. “I have attended bufinefs in a 
large number of churches, but have never feen fuch a fight as 
this.” This expreffion, with a lengthy explanation of his mean- 
ing, together with the tender feelings he exprefled for this in- 
fant, yet extenfive fettlement, could not fail of interefting our 
attention ; although fome things which he faid at firft were 
received rather with umbrage than other ways: but by the 
bleffing of our kind Lord, who put the rod into his hand to 
give us a few gentle ftrokes like the kind Father ; under the gov- 
ernment of a holy God it had its ufe. This counfel and re- 
proof, together with a number of fermons on the dottrine of 
our Saviour, proved a mean of conviction on our minds; fo 
that by the help of Elders Parfons and Butler, we have been 
received into the fellowfhip of the Otfego Affociation. On his 
return to us this winter we could meet him in fellowfhip, with 
hearts of thankfulnefs for his labours of love. I return my 
hearty thanks to the Baptift Miffionary Society in Maflachufetts, 
for their labours of love, in fending their miflionaries into thefe 
weftern territories, and pray for your profperity in the great 
caufe of truth. 

Receive this information from your unknown, unworthy 


brother in tribulation, 
JOSEPH MALBY. 








=— 


Extract of a Letter from a refpectable Pzdo-Bap- 
tift Minifter in Connecticut, to an aged Minifter 


in Bofton. 
Lesanon, C. June 2, 1804. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


HE bearer is my fon, whom i beg leave to introduce to 

your acquaintance, andhope he may have opportuni- 

ty to cultivate an acquaintance with the ferious youth and oth- 

er dear people of your congregation, who love our Lord Jefus 
Chrift in fincerity. 

The evening in your Veftry, Sir, before I left town, I fhall I 
truft long remember. It pleafed God to give me unufual free- 
dom in difcourfing to the dear people there affembled, and I 
humbly truft through divine mercy it was a refrefhing feafon 
to numbers of them. I long to fee them and cultivate farther 
acquaintance with them. With great reluctance I left the 
place. And I wi it may pleafe a gracious providence to 
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give me opportunity again to vifit you, before what little ac- 
quaintance we have formed be forgotten. 

I rejoice in the fuccefs with which it has pleafed God of late 
and in former times, to blefs your labours. May you be fuc- 
ceeded more and more, and your laft days be your beft days. 
If any event in our world can lead ah aged friend of Zion and 
faithful fervant in the vineyard to adopt the words of Simeon 
and fay, “ Now letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace, for 
mine eyes have feen thy falvation,” it muft furely be a copious 
out-pouring of the Spirit. O how important that every one 
in fuch a feafon fhould hold his veffel in readinefs and receive 
fome of the precious drops! How lamentable and how alarm- 
ing to be paffed by at fuch atime. The Lord of glory, the 
heir of all things, who hath al! the riches of the univerfe at his 
difpofal, is pafling among you, and difpenfing favours, in com- 
parifon with which gold, filver, precious ftones, crowns and 
{ceptres, are defpicable. Who that has a fpark of true wifdom 
will negleé& to put in for a fhare? Who that has a fpark of 
gratitude will negle& to render him praife ? He will be praifed 
by the holy myriads furrounding his throne, in fublimett 
ftrains, through endlefs ages. And glory will redound to his 
great name from hell beneath. 

I feel as though, were I permitted, I could moft gladly ad- 
drefs the great and attentive aflembly who throng your houfe 
in the name of the Lord, on things of infinite, of eternal confe- 
quence to every foul. I rejoice that they are thus addrefled by 
thofe by whom the Lord is pleafed to fend. And whenever 
any good is effe&ted, itis the Lord himfelf who muft do it. 
Means and inftruments in themfelves are nothing. Thanks to 
his condefcending grace that he is pleafed to make ufe of 
them. My love to Mr.— and others, if fuch there may be, 
who may inquire after the tranfient ftranger who was bleffed 
with an opportunity in addrefling them. ‘The kind regards 
they manifefted towards me I truft I fhall ever remember. 
The good Lord be with them and blefs them with much of his 
gracious prefence. May all who profefs his holy name, walk 
worthy of Him who hath called them to his kingdom and glo- 
ry. May the dear youth in the fweet bloom of life confecrate 
themfelves to the fervice of the King of glory. May they dif- 
cover the glorious holy beauty of the charatter of Jefus of 
Nazareth, embrace the immortal Bridegroom as the chief 
among ten thoufand and altogether lovely, and become indif- 
folubly united with him, and with all his dear friends. With 
refpect, 

I am, &c. 
Z. ELY. 


Dr. STILLMAN. 
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Extract from a Letter written by an aged Minifter 
of the Gofpel, to his Son in Providence, Rhode- 
Hiland. 


By the fame hand that I received a line from you, I have 
now an opportunity to write ; but expect when I have done 
cannot read it myfelf ; but as you are fo near College, it may 
be fome one there may read it, for it is about the third attempt 
of the kind for four years.* Yet blefled be God for that eafe 
of body, and compofure of mind that I enjoy ; and above all, 
that I am fo near to port, and fo good a pilot on board, with 
whom I can fafely truft veffel and cargo, were they of more 
value. And although I do not doubt being fafely moored in 
the harbour, yet I tremble when I think of facing my Owner, 
and look over my mifconduct. I feel confcious of fo much 
mifufe of both veifel and cargo, that all hope is in the goodnef{s 
of my Owner. 

Your funeral fermon announcing my good old brother 
’s being crowned, I was glad to fee, and expect ere long 
to fee him wear it. 

Befide your own dear family, I have fo many relations and 
friends in your parts of the country, that the remainder of this 
letter muft, all of it, be filled with affection, love, and good 
wifhes to and for them. After this, you will hardly with or 
expect another fcribble from your father, till death. 





Frankfort, Kentucky, J. Ge 
Fuly 28, 1803. 








Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Peter P. Roots, 
to the Secretary of the Society ; dated Eaftport, 
July 21, 1804. 


Dear Brother, 
I HAVE thoughts of giving youa fhort fketch of my travels 


of late ; and of fome occurrences, which have fallen under 
my notice. The chief of my time fince the firft of Nov. 1803, 
has been employed in itinerating to preach the gofpel. And 
though I have too little fenfe of divine things ; yet I hope and 
believe, that I have, in fome meafure, realized the fpiritual 


* The writer had been fome time affected with the palfy. 
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prefence of Chrift with me in this good work, according to his 
gracious promife, “ Lo I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen.” 

I believe that itinerant preaching is calculated to advance the 
interelts uf the Redeemer’s kingdom, in general; but in new 
fettlements there is a fpecial call for it. We read, “ Many 
fhall run to and fro, and knowledge fhall be increafed.” 

In November, December, and the forepart of January, 1804, 
I made feveral fhort excurfions, in which I was out two or three 
weeks at a time, from my family ; and I found it refrefhing to 
my mind. 

Having now fully determined to give up myfelf to the work 
of preaching the gofpel from place to place, in the wildernefs ; 
and having confulted my friends, who thought it my duty, I fet 
off, Jan. 24th, for the Province of Upper Canada, preaching 
repeatedly, as I paffed through the Black River country. 
Feb. 3d, I croffed the river St. Lawrence, to Kingfton, in Can- 
ada ; and continued to ride and preach in that Province, (a 
few days only excepted) once, twice, or thrice a day until the 
sth of March. 

At the Thurlow Baptift Affociation, in Canada, perhaps 
nearly one hundred miles weft of Kingfton, I met with elder 
Jofeph Cornell, a Miffionary from the Mafachu/fetts Baptift Mi/- 
fronary Society ; and 1 truft we could both fay, As “ iron fharp- 
eneth iron, fo a man fharpeneth the countenance of his friend.” 

This infant Affociation were involved in fome difficulties ; 
but happily they all foon fubfided, and it was a time of love, 
joys and peace. 

After this, father Cornell and I were frequently together. 
We often found the need of each other’s help ; and I can tru- 
ly fay, the longer I was with him, the more I loved him. 
Verily our hearts burned within us whilft attending to the calls 
of Chrift’s fheep and lambs, enveloped around with thick dark- 
nefs, in that foreign land. Though we travelled hundreds of 
miles north and eaft of Lake Ontario, we did not find one 
Congregational minifter, and but one Prefbyterian, Mr. Ro- 
bert McDowall. He appears tobe a pious, and ufeful man ; 
and is engaged to do all he can to fpread the knowledge of 
the truth ; and to difpel the clouds of error, and vice, which 
do greatly prevail in that defert land. 

Mr. McDowall recommended me to a number of Scotch 
Prefbyterians among whom I preached, and with whom I was 
much delighted. I generally found all denominations difpof- 
ed to get together to hear preaching ; and for the moft part 
they were very attentive. However, my feelings were a lit- 
tle tried at Kingfton. A friend of mine had fent word toa 
man in that place, that I would preach there, the 23d of Feb- 
ruary at 1 o’clock, P, M. I came to the man’s houfe near 
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the time appointed for meeting; but he had done nothing 
about it, and appeared to care nothing about it. I then went 
to a tavern and put up, where 1 again met with Elder Cor- 
nell, who had called there juft before I came to town. I told 
him how it was ; and we had fome thoughts of going on that 
afternoon ; but on the whole, we concluded to ftay and fee if 
we could not get the people together in the evening. At 
length, I found a fhoemaker, who confented to. have a meet- 
ing at his houfe ; but faid he did not think a dozen would at- 
tend. He gave fome notice of the meeting, but I feared the 
people would not be generally notified ; therefore, I went out 
through the-ftreets, into the ftores, and among the foldiers, 
giving notice wherever 1 went, that a fermon was to be preach- 
ed at 6 o’clock at Mr.— And as we were walking to the place 
appointed, we gave notice to a number on our way; anda 
large room was well filled with people in good feafon: the au- 
dience were attentive and folemn. After fermon we went to 
our lodgings, and the next morning paid our reckoning, and 
went on our way rejoicing. 

We vifited Leeds, Landfdown, Baftard, Elizabethtown, and 
fome other places eaft of Kingfton, preaching daily. We af- 
fitted in the ordination of two men, both members of the 
church conftituted the winter before at Baftard, (fometimes 
called Stephentown.) There are now five Baptift minifters in 
the province of Upper Canada ; but thefe two elders whom 
we ordained, being between one and two hundred miles from 
the other three, have not, as yet, any perfonal acquaintance 
with them. 

Books are very fcarce in Canada. I hope the fociety will 
be able to fend them fome. Schooling is but little attended 
to. A great part of their children are growing up in igno- 


rance, both of letters and religion. However, God has of | 


late, in great mercy, poured out his Spirit in feveral places, 
and we hope that knowledge and religion may both revive in 
that country. But farewel to Canada for the prefent. I 
— however to fee it again next winter, if the Lord 
will. 

March 7th, with Elder Stephens for our pilot, we broke 
2 path through the fnow, and came about eleven miles on the 
ice, before we got to land in the United States again. In one 
place the ice was fo thin, that the axe went through at one 
blow ; and much care was needful to get along fafely. 

March roth, I parted with Elders Cornell and Stephens, 
and preached from place to place, through the Black River 
country, to Whiteftown, and thence to Hamilton, and arrived 
at my houfe March 23d, and found my family all in good 
health ; though fomewhat anxious about me, as [ had been 
gone three weeks longer than I expected to be, when I left 
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home. The cold and tedious winter paft has been a fhort, 
fweet and comfortable feafon to my mind. I have had a rich 
reward tw (not for) devoting myfelf to the work of an evangel. 
ift. I had the fatisfaction to learn, that at Sandy Creek, and 
Turin, north of Whiteftown, there is great attention to relig- 
ion; and many in thofe places have lately been baptized on 
their own profeffion of faith. 

April 25th, I left home with the approbation of the church 
with which I am connected, meaning to vifit Vermont, Mafla- 
chufetts, and the Diftrict of Maine; partly to fee fome friends ; 
but principally with a view to preach the gofpel in different 
places ; efpecially in the moft deftitute part of the Diftri@ of 
Maine. In Vermont I was informed thar the Lord had lately 
revived his work, in Hebron, Ruport, Wallingford and Clar.- 
endon; in which places many have lately made a public pro. 
feflion of their faith ina buried and rifen Saviour. The week 
I {pent at Bofton, I truft, I fhall never forget, for my heart was 
made glad, very glad, in beholding the rich difplays of divine 

race in that capital, 

May 30th. At Bofton I received an appointment from the 
Society, with direétions to vifit the Diftriét of Maine, Upper 
Coos, and the deftitute parts of Vermont, and fo on to the 
weftward. Accordingly I have proceeded to Eaftport, at 
Paflamaquaddy, where I am at prefent. 

On my way, I attended the New-Hampfhire Affociation at 
Buxton; and was pleafed to find them fo found in the faith, 
and fo well united in love. I have preached (after my man- 
ner) more times, than there have been days, fince the firft of 
June. I have always been at deftitute places on the fabbath, 
until I came here, and as much as poffible at other times ; but 
when I could not get to deftitute places to have a meeting, I 
have not refufed to preach, wherever the people wifhed to hear. 
I have vifited a number of families, and attended feveral con- 
ferences. In many places, I fear, that religion is at a low 
ebb ; and that family worfhip, if not public worfhip, church 
difcipline, and the religious education of children is too much 
neglected: yet I rejoice, that in fome places, the Lord hath re- 
vived his work of-late. Efpecially at Ballflown, Daviftown, 
und Green, which are new plantations not yet incorporated. 
After vifiting thefe places I went to Northport, at which place 
and feveral other places in its vicinity, I truft there is a good 
work going on: of which I fuppofe you will hear particularly 
by Brother Cafe, whom I faw at Northport, After crof- 
fing the Penobfcot river, I faw four Congregational minifters, 
not far apart, who appear to be men of God. One of them, 
(with whom I had an agreeable acquaintance at college) has 
feveral young men ftudying with him, who I hope may be 
bleilings to Zion. 
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After leaving-thefe minifters, I found a very deflitute coun- 
try. Mr. Steel of Machias is the only minifter, I found, after 
leaving Bluehill, till I came to Elder Murphy’s, at M >fe 
{iland, which, I fuppofe, is nearly one hundred and fifty 
miles. 

The affemblies have ufually been folemn, and attentive ; and 
I hope, that fome good fruit, through the blefling of God, may 
be produced from the feed fown. ‘The people in a number of 
places have manifelted their gratitude to the fociety, and re- 
quefted further help. Particularly a fmall church at Wool- 
wich, confifting of fix males and feven females, and others 
who met with them, expreffed their gratitude, by contributing 
for the fociety only at an afternoon lecture, more than three 
dollars. And they requeft more help from the fociety. 

Lalft Saturday, I attended the church conference on Moofe 
Ifland; and Lord’s day, by Brother Murphy’s requeft, 1 
preached, and baptized four perfons, two men and two women, 
in the prefence of a very numerous and folemn afflembly. The 
men, I hope, are fome of the happy fruits of the labours of two 
miffionaries, of different denominations. I mention this, as 2 
matter of encouragement, both to Miflionary Societies, and to 
miflionaries. 

There are fome hopeful appearances here: and it is with 
reluctance, I think of leaving this country at prefent. There 
are many deftitute places, which I cannot vilit for want of 
time. May the Lord of the harveft fend forth labourers into 
this part of his harvett. 

I have made appointments where to preach daily for more 
than one hundred and fifty miles on my way from Paffama- 
quaddy toward the Coos-country ; and next week if the Lord 
will, I expect to be returning and attending to fome of thefe 

appointments. 

May God blefs the Mithonary Societies ; and all thofe mif- 
fionaries, who are the true minilters of Jefus Chrift. And 
may the watchmen, both paftors and evangelifts, all awake, 
and fight the good fight of faith. 

I cannot doubt, but thofe, who are fent forth to preach in 
the wildernefs, are daily helped by the prayers of all the true 
friends to Zion ; which is a comforting confideration, to one, 
who withes to be a faithful fervant of Jefus Chrilt, and of alk 
men for Jefus’ fake. 


PETER PHILANTHROPOS ROOTS 


Eastport, Jury 21, 1804. 
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LETTER 


From the Committee of Miffions of the General Affembly of the Prefby« 
terian Church to the Maffachufetts Baptif? Miffionary Society. 





GENTLEMEN, 

HE General Affembly the Prefbyterian church in the Uni- 

ted States of America, at their feffion in May, A. D. 1802, 
appointed “ a ftanding committee of miffions,’” a part of whofe 
duty was declared to be, “ to correfpond with miffionaries, if 
neceflary, and with all other perfons on miffionary bufinefs. 

The committee, after attentively confidering this part of their 
truft, have concluded that it will probably both aid and gratify 
the Affembly, to be informed of the meafures and fuccefs of 
others engaged in miflionary undertakings. They are alfo dif- 
pofed to believe that a mutual communication of the plans, 
purpofes and profpects, of the various miffionary affociations in 
this country, with the effects of their exertions already produc- 
ed, may greatly encourage and afflift each other, in their com- 
mon efforts to propagate the precious gofpel of Chrift, among 
thofe who have hitherto been deftitute of its bleffings. 

The committee, therefore, will take the liberty of communi- 
cating to you a fhort ftatement of the miffionary bufinefs under 
the fuperintendance of the Affembly ; and will then requeft of 
you, in return, anfwers to certain queftions which they will 
{pecify, from which they hope to be both inftruéted and ani- 
mated in their arduous work. 

From the time that the Prefbyterian church was organized 
in this country, which was at the commencement of the laft 
century, the practice has exifted among us, of fending minifters 
of the gofpel to preach to thofe who had not its inftitutions reg- 
ularly eftablifhed among them. This, however, for a number 
of years, was done only, or principally, to fuch people as re- 
quelted the aid which they received from prefbyteries and fy- 
nods. The number of our minifters was then fmall, themfelves 
and their flocks were poor, the country was thinly inhabited, 
and frequently the places calling for minifterial labour were 
confiderably remote. Gradually, however, all thefe circum- 
{tances were meliorated ; and the duty of fending the gofpel, 
without folicitation, to the regions deftitute of it, was more fen- 
fibly felt, and more eafily executed. Our church indeed has 
always confidered miflionary labours as an object of import- 
ance ; which they have accordingly purfued, at fome times 
with a greater, and at others with a lefs degree of zeal. The 
Rev. David Brainard, the Rev. John Brainard, the Rev. 
Charles Beatty, and the Rev. George Duffield, all members of 
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the fynod of New-York, went on miffions to the Indians, be- 
tween the years 1740 and 1765. Accounts of all thefe miflions, 
except that of the Rev. John Brainard, have been publifhed. 
Salaries were given to the two firft mentioned, by the fociety in 
Scotland for propagating Chriftian knowledge. During the 
period already {fpecified, and for feveral years fucceeding it, 
miffions were alfo fent to the Europeans, and their defcendants, 
who were fettled in the Weftern parts of the States of Virginia 
and N. Carolina. 

But it was not till the year 1789, when the fupreme judi- 
cature of the Prefbyterian church was made a delegated body, 
and denominated a General Affembly, that any meafures were 
taken to eftablifh a regular and permanent fund for the fupport 
of miffions. Before this their fupport was gratuitous, and 
thofe who undertook them commonly fultained a principal part 
of the expenfe. But the Affembly, at their very firlt feflions, 
formed a plan for obtaining a permanent fund, and directed 
that voluntary contributions to it fhould be fought for and 
received, in all the churches under their care. Confiderable 
fums of money were accordingly collected in this manner, and 
carefully and economically applied, to enlarge the {phere of 
miflionary ufefulnefs. In the years 1795 and 1796 the fum of 
Dolls. 1226 50 was expended for this purpofe. 

In the year 1799 the Afflembly obtained from the legiflature 
of the State of Pennfylvania a charter of incorporation, whereby 
certain individuals of their communion were empowered to hold 
property, both real and perfonal, for charitable and pious pur- 
pofes, and fubject to the order of the Affembly. In confequence 
of this event very confiderable donations have been made, and 
the fund for fupporting miflionaries is now refpectable, and has 
the profpect of a {till further increafe. 

For three years pait feven or eight miflionaries have been an- 
nually fent out, befides a ftated miflionary, who refides on the 
frontiers of the country to direct the labours of others, and to 
{pend fix months of the year himfelf in travelling and preach- 
ing. The fuccefs of theie miflionaries, among the white inhab- 
itants who have received their labours, has been very confider- 
able. They have already been inftrumental in eftablifhing 
churches through a large extent of country, and their preach- 
ing, under the divine blefling, has manifefted the power of evan- 
gelical truth in the hopeful converfion of many fouls. Ina 
word, they are annually forming into regular congregations 
the people who emigrate from the interior of our county to 
the wildernefs that adjoins it, and planting and cherifhing 
among them the feeds of genuine piety. 

There are four defcriptions of people to whom the Affembly, 
at prefent, are endeavouring to fend miflions. 1. To thofe 
who are fettled on our frontier ; with whom, as jul ftated, they 
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have had much fueeefs. 2. To certain places in the more fet- 
tled parts, where the gofpel has not been. regularly eftablithed. 
Here, too, there has been fome fuccefs, and. the profpect of 
more is promifing, if it be not clouded by the want of iuitable 
miffionaries. 3. T@ the black people, or negroes, of the 
United States. Thefe, in the fouthern part of the Union, are 
moftly flaves, extremely ignorant, and, from the rank they 
hold in fociety, difficult of inftruétion. The Affembly, howev- 
er, have, for two years paft, employed a miflionary of their own 
race and colour to travel and labour among them. He is a 
man of education, as well as of prudence and piety, and has 
been well received. 4. To the Indians, or Aborigines of our 
country. The Affembly have not been able, till the prefent 
year, to obtain a fuitable miflionary. to be fent among thefe : at 
their laft meeting, however, their ardent wifhes were gratified ; 
and one was engaged whom they efteem in all refpe&s well 
qualified for the undertaking, and he is now commiflioned to 
eftablifh a {chool for the inftruétion of the youth of the Chero- 
kee Indians, and to introduce among them, as fpeedily as may 
be practicable, the knowledge of evangelical truth. 

Seafons of {pecial prayer for the fuccefs of the gofpel have 
been recommended by the Affembly, and obferved by many of 
their congregations ; and we think there is reafon to believe 
that a prayer hearing God hath gracioufly regarded, and an- 
fwered the petitions. of his people. 

The fynods of Virginia, of Pittfburgh, of Kentucky, and of 
the Carolinas, are all engaged in miffionary enterprifes. Thefe 
fynods are connected ai and under the care of, the Affem- 
bly. Buty from local cireumftances, it has been judged expe- 
dient that they fhould manage the miflionary bufinefs feparate- 
ly from the Aflembly, and fome of them have manifefted a 
moft commendable zeal in the caufe. From the weftern eom- 
miffion of the Synod of Virgimia nine miffionaries were fent 
forth during the laft year. ‘Three of thefe have gone to the 
Indians. ‘They have alfo fent a young man, of pious charac- 
ter, among the heathen, to inftructthem in agriculture, and to 
make inftruments-of hufbandry for their ufe. The commiffion 
of Synod are likewife inftructing a native Indian youth, who 
has lately become pious, with a view to his being an interpre- 
ter, and im due time a preacher of the goipel, among his people. 

The civil government of our country has never prefented 
any obftacle to the miffionary efforts of the General Affembly, 
and, in fending a miffion to the Indians, it has afforded fome 
aflitance. Some of the officers of government have decidedly 

-countenanced and encouraged the undertaking. 

The great difficulty with us is, to obtain men wellqualified for 
the office of miflionaries, efpecially to the Indian tribes. This 
has much circumfcribed the efforts that might, and that proba- 
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bly would, otherwife have been made. We hope, at prefent, 
that there is reafon to expedt that this hindrance will be dimin- 
ithed, if not wholly removed. , 

From the ftatement now finifhed you will perceive, that the 
Great Head of the Church has put it into the hearts of the min- 
ifters and people of our denomination to exert themfelves with 
confiderable diligence and earneftnefs, to extend the favour 
of their Redeemer’s name, among the ignorant, the deftitute, 
and the vicious; that their fucceis has already been encourag- 
ing, and that their future profpedts are highly animating. 

Allow us now to propofe to you a few queftions, to which 
we would folicit your anfwers, as foon as you may find leifure 
to make, and opportunity to tranfmit them. ‘The queftions are 
the. following—How long has your fociety exifted ? What were 
the circumftances and ives that led to its inititytion ? What 
obftacles or difficultizgé have you had to furmount ? What are 
your funds? What is the number of your miffionaries? Are 
they all men of education, or not ? What inftru@ions do you 
give to your miffionaries ? What are the places to which you 
have already fent miflions, and what other places do you con- 
template for them ? What has been your fuccefs hitherto? 
What are your hopes and profpeéts for the future? What ad- 
vice can you give to us ? By anfwers to thefe inquiries, and by 
any other ufefal remarks that yoy may think proper to make, 
you will greatly oblige us. 

We have nothing further to add, but our entreaties and our 
hopes that your prayers may be united with ours, and moft fer- 
vently offered at the throne of grace, that God may give the 
heathen to his Son for an inheritance, and the uttermoft parts 
of the earth for his poffeffion : and that he may {peedily be- 
come king of nations as he is king of faints. 

“‘ By order and on behalf of the Standing Committee of 


mifhions.” ASHBEL GREEN, Chairmar. 
Philadelphia, April 21ff, 1804. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Clark Kendrick, 
to the Sccretary of the Society ; dated 
Pouttney, V. October 21, 1803. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

¥ will pardon the boldnefs of a ftranger, (in writing) 

animated with the endeavours of our Cbele in your 
Commonwealth, and others around you, to fpread the gofpe] 
in the benighted parts of our land. The evangelic Ifaiah, 
perfonating the everlafting Father in his addrefs to the Son, 
faith, “ It is a light thing that thou fhouldeft be my fervant, to 
raife up the tribes of Jacob and to reftore the preferved of Ifrael. 





ag. on Ser arate I, 
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I will alfo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou may- 
eft be my falvation unto the ends of the earth.” I was greatly 
rejoiced upon brother Haynes’ return from Bofton to hear 
that you had formed a fociety, and are putting out magazines. 
One of the fir No. I received from him. I read it with 
avidity ; it was what I had been wanting to fee for fome time. 
I have confidered that our denomination has been deficient 
in difleminating fuch knowledge. My endeavours muft be 
fmall, but notwithftanding I live at a great diftance from you, 
I will do my utmoft to encourage the work.-- A great many 
of the magazines will find a place in thefe parts. Our breth- 
ren in this quarter, who have knowledge of the work, are high- 
ly pleafed with it, and I believe univerfal encouragement will 
be given. : 

Dear brother, if the following fhortinarrative of the prog- 
refs of the Baptift church in this town, fhould be thought wor- 
thy of noticing in the magazine, you may make ufe of it as 
you think proper. 

A number of years paft a fmall Baptift church was ereéed in 
this town, but it had no paftor. The Congregational church was 
fomewhat numerous, and the town in general was of that fenti- 
ment, and had a fettled minifter. This fmall Baptift church, 
contrary to the general cuftom of our order, adopted what fome 
call open communion, and not only met and worfhipped with 
the other church, but communed with them. This circum- 
ftance prevented the growth of the Baptifts for many years ; 
for I have fince found fome, who at that time came out in reli- 
gion, and joined the other church, who have lately come off, 
would have joined the Baptifts then; only the union or com- 
munion of the Baptifts with the other order, implied no 
difference. In this way the Baptift church remained in 
a ftate of obfcurity till within a fhort time. But about 
three years ago, a reformation began to appear in Middle- 
town, adjoining this, under the adminiftration of elder 
Haynes; which became very glorious. Indeed the eaft 
part of our town caught the flame, which foon fpread into va- 
rious parts of the town. At this time, and for feveral years 
before, there was no minifter of any order inthe town. Broth- 
er Haynes was now called upon to baptize frequently in this 
place, and thofe baptized joined his church. ‘T'wo years ago, 
laft fpring, the {mall Baptiit church having thought it inconfift- 
ent to continue their communion with an unbaptized church, 
became a branch of the Baptift church in Middletown ; being 
15 in number when they joined. About that time I providen- 


. tially vifited this town and preached a number of times in the 


gourfe of a week, and was earneftly folicited by a great ma- 
jority of the people, to preach with them a year, and finally 
agreed to comply with the requeft. During which time, 
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Brother Haynes came from time to time and baptized and ad- 
miniitered the Lord’s Supper, which abundantly conduced to 
their growth. A year ago laft fpring, this branch was again 
fet off as an independent church, for the purpofe of uniting 
with the fociety to give me a call to fettle, Thirty-two were 
fet off. Some in the eaft part ftill continued with Middletown 
church. A council was called, and I was ordained. The fo- 
lemnities of the day were great.- It was obferved that the 
like is feldom known on like occafions. It was with trembling 
I received the folemn function, and entered on the great work, 
May the God of Ifrael make me faithful until I am difmifled 
by death. It is about a year and a half fince I was ordained. 
I have not the church records by me, but fince I was ordained 
I think we have had about fifty join us, and rifing of forty were 
received by baptifm. I have baptized twenty the paft fum- 
mer and prefent fall; fome others now ftand upon the banks of 
pleafant Jordan. Between fifteen and twenty within a year or 
two palt, have come from the Congregational church, embrac- 
ed the ordinance of baptifm, ree joined with us. May the 
Lord open the eyes of all to fee that there is one Lord, one 
faith, one baptifm, and his name one throughout the world, 
Since the reformation began in Middletown, about fixty per- 
fons, refidents of this town, have been baptized; befides fome 
who have joined the Congregational church. The work has 
been gradual, and continues in fome degree to this time. In 
days paft the poifonous flood of infidelity has rolled im upon 
this town, and appeared to fweep many along in its deadly 
current. Some of our youth have been fafcinated with fuch 
like fyftems, which are at an infinite remove from _ holinefs, 
But infidelity with us ison the decline. Some of that fenti- 
ment have been converted to the belief of a Saviour; others 
convicted of the truth of the Bible; and fome are dead and 
gone. May the Lord bring them all, here and elfewhere, to 
the knowledge and acknowledgment of the truth. There has 
been of late a reformationin Bennington, and is now in the town 
of Dorfet, and a univerfal reformation in the town of Benfon ; 
and we hear of revivals to the northward. 

A little weft of us in Hartford, in elder Brown’s parifh, and 
near there, I underftand about a hundred perfons have been 
baptized in the courfe of a few months paft. I underftand one 
hundred have alfo lately been added by baptifm to elder Bates’s 
church of Queenfbury. 

Dear Sir, may the Lord profper the endeavours of you and 
your brethren around you, in the glorious caufe you have ef- 
poufed, in attempting to fpread evangelic truth. May your 
fociety daily increafe, and your funds enable you to fend ma- 
ny faithful brethren, who fhall carry the glories of Jefus far 
into the benighted parts of our land. Elders Warren and 
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Covel have gone on a miffion ; when they return you will up- 
doubtedly hear fromthem. And now bleffed be the Lord God 
the God of Ifrael, who only doth wondrous things. And blef- 
fed be his glorious name forever, and let the whole earth be 


filled with his glory. Amen and Amen. 
CLARK KENDRICK. 


- 








Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Ifaac Cafe, to the 
Secretary of the Society, dated at Iflefborough, 
June 29, 1804. 


~ 


My very dear Brother, 


HAVE now fet down to let you know how it hath been 

with me, where I am, and what I have feen and heard. I 
left home the feventh day of June for the eaftward, but foon 
found I had caught a bad cold, which put me into fomewhat 
of a ftupid frame, both in body and mind. Bnt-~I kept on in 
my delightful work, in founding a Saviour’s name} preaching 
almoft every day, once, twice, and one day three fermons. 
Through the bleffing of God the hoarfenefs I have experienced 
for fome days patt is greatly removed, and my voiee is nearly 
reftored to its ufual tone. I have been at Fox-Ifland, where I 
baptized three perfons sand adminiftered the .Lord’s Supper, 
After a lecture preached by brother Pillfbury, we went to the 
fhore followed by about fifty, chiefly of them that love our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Here we kneeled. down and prayed, then 
took our leave of our friends, which was folemn and delightful. 
We then entered on board our boat and croffed the bay to’ Long- 
Ifland. The wind was fair and the weather pleafant. We were 
ten in number, fome of whom had lately ae brought from 
darknefs to light, and fome were caft down with the burden of 
fin. As we fweetly glided along through the liquid element, 
we employed opr time in finging hymns, and in reading your 
fermon entitled “ The eternal purpofe of God the foundation of effeual 
alling.”” - Phy 
' I a now come to Iflefborough (or Long-Ifland). Here the 
work hath been very powerful. It is thought that fixty or 
feventy have been new born, within two months. It is diffi- 
cult for me to defcribe the particulars to you; but in feveral 
inftances it refembled the extraordinary work in Kentucky. 
Some have been ftruck down motionlefs, as if dead. And for 
fome time life was to be perceived in them only as they appeared 
to breathe ; and others would move their lips as if addrefling 
their Maker. When they came out of thofe frames, they 
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would appeat very rational ; and would declare what great 
things the Lord had done for their fouls. One ftout-hearted 
failor ftariding in the manger, as they were met ina barn, was 
ftruck down in the manner above defcribed ; and after layin 
for about an hour was brought out praifing God ! He told the 
people that he was born in a manger where his Saviour was. 
He then fhowed a great concern for the falvation of others, efpe- 
cially for his father, and after talking to him and others around 
him, he told them that he would pray with them. They fell 
upon their knees while he proceeded. Pen cannotdefcribe, imag- 
ination can only conceive how folemn the f{cene appeared, to fee 
a child agonizing in prayer for his parent whom he viewed to 
be in an unconverted ftate. This work hath fpread into all 
parts of thetown. ‘Thofe who are not partakers in it are fo far 
convinced that it is a good work, that they have but little to 
fay againft it. There are others under deep concern about 
their eternal falvation. 

As to the inftruments that God hath made ufe of in this res 
formation, fome date their firft awakening from hearing Mr. 
Sewall preach the laft fall; and others were awakened under 
my feeble labours when here laft April. But the work hath 
beefi mainly carried on under the preaching of brother Pills« 
bury, and the prayers, exhortations, finging and private con- 
veriation of three pious young men, who have been ftudying: 
with Mr. Merrill, with a view to the miniftry. One of thefe 
young men is a member of a Baptift church. I have heard the 
experiences of about thirty of the young converts; they in gen- 
eral give good fatisfaction. I have baptized eleven perfons 
fince I came to this ifland. One of them was brother Pillfbu- 
ry, who by fearching his Bible was convinced, that he never 
was baptized before. 

There was a meeting-houfe raifed in this town yefterday, 
which was the 28th of June. After the people were ready for 
raifing, we joined in folemn prayer ; then they proceeded in 
their work. As foon as they had raifed the building, they 
prepared feats in the frame, and brother Merrill of Sedgwick 
preached a fermon, from Luke ii. 34. Behold this child is fet for 
the fall and rifing again of many in Ifrael. ‘The place was truly 
folemn. ‘Two young men were ftruck down to the’ floor un- 
der deep diftrefs of foul. Thus God hath begun to magnify 
his power in this newly erected building. 

July 3d. Before fun rife. I am fet down to give you fome 
further information of matters here. One of the young 
men that was ftruck down at the lecture after raifing the meet- 
ing-houfe, received comfort the fame night after he returned 
home. One woman was brought out on Friday, which was the 
next day; and her hufband on Saturday, whilft labouring in 
his field, found Jefus. He foon returned to his houfe to carry 
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Covel have gone on a miflion ; when they return you will un- 
doubtedly hear fromthem. And now bleffed be the Lord God 
the God of Ifrael, who only doth wondrous things. And ble 
fed be his glorious name forever, and let the whole earth be 
filled with his glory. Amen and Amen. 

CLARK KENDRICK. — 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rey. Ifaac Cafe, to the 
Secretary of the Society, dated at Iflefborough, 
June 29, 1804. | 
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My very dear Brother, 


HAVE now fet down to let you know how it hath been 
with me, where I am, and what I have feen and heard. I 

left home the feventh day of June for the eaftward, but foon 
found I had caught a bad cold, which put me into fomewhat 
of a ftupid frame, both in body and mind. Bot~I kept on in 
my delightful work, in founding a Saviour’s name} preaching 
almoft every day, once, twice, and one day three fermons. 
Through the blefling of God the hoarfenefs I have experienced 
for fome days patt is greatly removed, and my voiee is nearly 
reftored to its ufual tone. I have been at Fox-Ifland, where I 
baptized three perfons sand adminiftered the Lord’s Supper. 
After a le@ture preached by brother Pillfbury, we went to the 
fhore followed by about fifty, chiefly of them that love our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Here we kneeled. down and prayed, then 
took our leave of our friends, which was folemn and delightful. 
We then entered on board our boat and croffed the bay to Long- 
Ifland. The wind was fair and the weather pleafant. We were 
ten in number, fome of whom had lately Sean brought from 
darknefs to light, and fome were caft down with the burden of 
fin. As we fweetly glided along through the liquid element, 
we employed opr time in finging hymns, and in reading your 
fermon entitled “ The eternal purpofe of God the foundation of effeaual 
alling.”* Rees 
: I PB now come to Iflefborough (or Long-Ifland). Here the 
work hath been very powerful. It is thought that fixty or 
feventy have been new born, within two months. It is diffi- 
cult for me to defcribe the particulars to you; but in feveral 
inftances it refembled the extraordinary work in Kentucky. 
Some have been ftruck down motionlefs, as if dead. And for 
fome time life was to be perceived in them only as they appeared 
to breathe ; and others would move their lips as if addrefling 
their Maker. When they came out of thofe frames, they 
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would appeat tery rational ; and would declare what great 
things the Lord had done for their fouls. One ftout-hearted 
failor ftaniding in the manger, as they were met ina barn, was 
ftruck down inthe manner above defcribed ; and after layin 
for about an hour was brought out praifing God ! He told the 
people that he was born in a manger where his Saviour was. 
He then fhowed a great concern for the falvation of others, efpe- 
cially for his father, and after talking to him and others around 
him, he told them that he would pray with them. They fell 
upon their knees while he proceeded. Pen cannotdefcribe, imag- 
ination can only conceive how folemn the f{cene appeared, to fee 
a child agonizing in prayer for his parent whom he viewed to 
be in an unconverted ftate. This work hath fpread imto all 
parts of thetown. Thofe who are not partakers in it are fo far 
convinced that it is a good work, that they have but little to 
fay againft it. There are others under deep concern about 
their eternal falvation. 

As to the inftruments that God hath made ufe of in this res 
formation, fome date their firft awakening from hearing Mr. 
Sewall preach the laft fall ; and others were awakened under 
my feeble labours when here laft April. But the work hath 
beefi mainly carried on under the preaching of brother Pills- 
bury, and the prayers, exhortations, finging and private con- 
verfation of three pious young men, who have been ftudying 
with Mr. Merrill, with a view to the miniftry. One of thefe 
young men is a member of a Baptift church. I have heard the 
experiences of about thirty of the young converts; they in gen- 
eral give good fatisfaftion. I have baptized eleven perfons 
fince I came to this ifland. One of them was brother Pillfbu- 
ry, who by fearching his Bible was convinced, that he never 
was baptized before. . 

There was a meeting-houfe raifed in this town yefterday, 
which was the 28th of June. After the people were ready for 
raifing, we joimed in folemn prayer ; then they proceeded in 
their work. As foon as they had raifed the building, they 
prepared feats in the frame, and brother Merrill of Sedgwick 
preached a fermon, from Luke ii. 34. Behold this child is fet for 
the fall and rifing again of many in Ijrael. The place was truly 
folemn. ‘Two young men were ftruck down to the floor un- 
der deep diftrefs of foul. Thus God hath begun to magnify 
his power in this newly erected building. 

July 3d. Before fun rife. I am fet down to give you fome 
further information of matters here. One of the young 
men that was ftruck down at the lecture after raifing the meet- 
ing-houfe, received comfort the fame night after he returned 
home. One woman was brought out on Friday, which was the 
next day; and her hufband on Saturday, whilf labouring in 
his field, found Jefus. He foon returned to his houfe to carry 
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the news to his wife. On Saturday laft I baptized five s 
Lord’s-day, 9 more were baptized before a multitude of fpec- 
tators that gathered from various parts. We then joined to- 
gether at the communion table of our dear Lord. 

This good work is {preading in Northport. Here I met 
with brother Roots and heard him preach a leéturc yefterday ; 
after which I adminiftered baptifm to five perfons. This day 
I have appointed to preach in Caftine, where I expec to bap- 
tize one or more. I have baptized 33 fince I left home, and 


have adminiftered the Lord’s fupper twice. O that I were 


humble and truly thankful to that wonder-working God, that is 
doing great things in thefe regions of the eaft. I fend thefe lines 
by Capt. William Pendleton, who I truft is a fharer in this 
gracious work. Having written up all my paper, I only have 
room to fubfcribe myfelf your unworthy, though I hope fin- 
cere brother in our common Lord, 

I. CASE. 
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Letter from the Rev. James Murphy, to the Mafla- 
chufetts Baptift Miflionary Society. 


[ Continued from p. 59. ] 

HE 13th of January, 1804, I rode to the hardwood 
ridge, about half way between Machias and Dennys- 

ville. Here are two familes only. I preached to them, and 
they appeared to be thankful. The 13th Ireached (through 
much fatigue both to myfelf and horfe in wallowing through 
fnow and mud floughs) a little before fun fet at Dennyfville, 
where I preached with freedom, and found that during my ab- 
fence the Lord had been working amongft the people. I 
found that Mr. Sewall’s miniftry had been bleffed to the awak- 
ening of feveral. ‘The 14th I rode, accompanied by a num- 
ber of hungry fouls, to Penemaquan, where I preached in the 
evening, and a powerful feafon it was. Lord’s-day 15. Some 
of the people came to the diftance of 10 miles, and others 5 
and 6 miles, wading through fnow. I preached two fermons. 
A powerful feafon it was ; the people melted under the word, 
like wax before the fun. Truly there is a work of God ir 
that place. The 16th returned home and found my family in 


a comfortable ftate of health through the tender mercy of 


God. 

Wednefday, Feb. 8th. 1804. I left home, took paffage in a 
veffel and landed at Beaver harbour, and preached to a confid- 
able number of fifhermen and others out of veffels lying in the 
harbour. There are but 3 families living in the harbour, 
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they were all prefent, they gave great attention and expreffed 
thankfulnefs for the opportunity of hearing the word. I 
had appointed to preach twice the next day; but was difap- 
pointed by a very violent fnow-ftorm. The 1icth, I fet out 
on foot, no horfe being to be obtained, and waded through 
the fnow, oftentimes up nearly to my hips. Poorly indeed 
was I able, and oftentimes I feared I ihould not be able to ac- 
complifh my tour: and what added more to my diitrefs, was 
to find a fet of people fo fadly blinded by tradition, that they 
did not wifh to hear the word, looking upon free-grace preach- 
ers as fo many dervants of the devil. Thefe people are called 

uakers, but, I fear they have little more than the name. [ 
had much converfation with one of their leaders ; I cannot 
fay I think him friendly to the truth, as it is in Jefus. 

The tith. Having prayed with and for Mr. Davidfon’s 
family, and delivered them much exhortation, the kind man 
took his ftaff and went on before me in order to.break the road 
for three miles.. The next day, himfelf and two children waded 
feven miles to attend on the word. Worn almoft out with 
breaking the road after he left me, I reached brother Seally’s 
who were glad tofee me. Lord’s-day 12th, the people came 
to-meeting five miles, bringing whole families on ox-fleds. 
This was a glorious day here; the hearts of the people were 
open to receive the word. Poor finners were ftruck under 
conviction, and backfliders came home to their Father’s houfe, 
with the fpirit and language of the prodigal. 13th, I preached 3 
miles lower down the river Macadovick (formerly called St. 
Croix). This was alfo a powerful time ; every heart melted, 
and every eye let fall the grateful or penitential tear. I be- 
lieve good was done. The 14th, | preached in the afternoon.; 
we had a full aflembly, a folemn meeting, and an alarming 
time. In the evening I preached again ; the congregation was 
large, the feafon folemn, many poor finners complained of the 
hardnefs of their hearts. The 15th [ preached in the after- 
noon about 3 miles further up the river; this was the fulleft 
meeting and the moft powerful time we had; feveral were con- 
{trained to declare the goodneis of God, and exhort poor 
finners. 

The 16th I took an affectionate leave of my friends here, 
who fent their multiplied thanks to the Society ; I fet out for 
Dicketaquath 8 miles diftant, I travelled on foot all the way 
and preached the fame evening. The people in this place are 
chiefly Scotch, and I fear too indifferent to religion. I muft 
except the family of Mr. Fareland. This man bid me a hearty 
welcome to his houfe, lamented the backwardnefs of his neigh- 
bours, and fent his thanks to the Society. The 17th fet out 
again on foot for Bocabeck, 8 miles. further, which place I 


reached in good feafon, and though much fatigued 1 preached 
M 
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the fame evening. Here alfo were hungry fouls. I preached 
four fermons to them, from each of which there was good 
reafon to believe good was done, and efpecially from the laft, 
which was a very powerful time. Some poor finners were 
conitrained to cry for mercy. They fent their thanks to the 
Society. Here I procuted a horfe. The 18th I rode to St. 
Andrews’ point, where is about 5 or 6 hundred inhabitants. 
‘There was no opening here for me to preach ; I therefore rode 
about 4 miles.further, to the fetthkement of the Green-Laws, 
and preached the fame evening. Here I was kindly received. 
I preached 2 fermons and proceeded to St. David's. It be- 
gan to fnow on the 24th and continued until the a 7th. Lord’s 
dar, 26th, the fnow was fo, deep and drifted, that we were 
forced to fhovel’ in order to get along with our horfes for 
fome confiderable diftance. We were fo long in going five 
miles, (notwithitanding our beft endeavours) that many of the 
people who had met, went away before we got there, conclud- 
ing we fhould not come at all. The fnow was faid to be 4 feet 
deep upon a level in the hard wood land. I preached ‘in this 
town 7 fermons ; from the two laft there were great hopes of 
good being done amongtt poor finners. Some of the dear 
children of God who were {cattered here were greatly com- 
forted, and fent theic thanks to the Society. I had intended 
when I fet‘out to have gone through Schoodiac and down on 
the weitern thore; but that was not poflible, as there were 12 
miles of diftance without any houfe or track. I therefore 
concluded to return. The 29th rode to Cornick in the fnow 
ftorm, and was obliged to ftay there that night on account of 
the tide which prevented my pafling. March rft, got to Green- 
Laws. 2d, preached at the lake; here are a number of fami- 
lics who gladly received the word. We had in this place a 
good meeting, a melting time ; the people exprefled much 
thankfulnefs, and hoped to be favoured again in the like man- 
net. 3d, I preached another fermon, the people were much 
roufed under the word, we hoped that good was done. Lord’s 
day, 4th, 4 horfés befide a number of foot people came nine 
miles to meeting through the woods, the fnow being up to 
the horfe’s belly almott : every ftep. Did you know the difh- 
cultics which fome furmounted in order to attend on the 
word, I am fure you would conclude they were hungry. This 
was a glorious day.; the dear people after hearing me preach 3 
fermons, {till were unwilling to retire ; they withed to be fa- 
voured in the fame manner, as they véry feldom hear any 
preaching. ‘The 5th 1 was fent for to preach a lecture at St. 
Andrews. I went and preached from Gal. ii. 20. The 6th 
f took paffage and got home and found my family all well ; 
myfelf being the only one that is very unwell ; and I can truly 
* fay, 1 have net.enjoyed one day’s health this whole winter. 
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In my whole tour I have travelled by water, on horfeback 
and on foot about 500 miles. This camry does net admit of 
fuch fpeed in travelling as the weftern. My expenies have 
been 4 dols. 25 cts. ‘lhe money seceived, ‘9 dols. so cts. Did 

rou know how many poor ‘inners there ‘are “about amongtft 
thefe iflands and eaftern coaft, who are ready to perifh for lack 
of knowledge, your benevolent hearts would melt with pity. 

May your benevolent intentious be crowned with abundant 
fuccefs, and the prayers and blefings of thoufands ready to 
perith be your portion here, and eterfial glory your portion 
heseafter, is the fincere wifhh and prayer of, dear brethren, your 
unworthy. fervant, - JAMES MURPHY 

Eaftport, 12th March, 1804. | 
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A brief Sketch of the Revival of Religion in 
Botton. 


A\truovcx it is genérally known, that there has beef 
for fome time palt a very extraordinary work of God’s Spirit 
in this town ; yet it is thought that a more particular account 
of its rife, progrefs, and extent would be gratifying to the relig- 
ious public ; we therefore prefent them with the following brief 
ftatement of facts. 

Early in the fpring of 1803, there appeared in the firft and 
fecond Baptift Societies a more than ufual ferioufnels. While 
the folemn truths of the gofpel were difpenfed, the people fre- 
quently feemed to hear as for their lives: yet for fome time 
nothing appeared to warrant a conclufion, that the work had 
actually begun. On the firft Lord’s-day in March, two perfons 
were baptized by the paltor of the fecond church. The feafon 
was folemn, but hestisial not unufually for It may be proper 
here to obferve, that befides our {tated monthly le@ures, we 
had a weekly meeting in the veltry belonging to the firft Socie- 
ty ; where each church fupplied pi reaching by turns. On the 
firft Lord’s-d: ay in April, three perfons more were baptized by 
Mr. Baldwin, and feveral young men called on him after meet- 
ing to converfe on religious fubjects. Some of them appeared 
to have obtained a good hope through grace ; but others were 
impreffed with a deep fenfe oi their perifhing need of falvation. 
The firft Lord’s-day in May, Mr. B. baptized four perions 
more. Several at this time appeared to have their attention 
confiderably arrefted. And in the courfe of the month, a num- 
ber became fo imprefled as to converfe freely with minifters and 
others from time to time upon their {piritual concerns. Dur, 
ing the month of June, the attention evidently increafed. Our 
ailemblies became more crowded and folemn. 
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The firft Lord’s-day in July, Mr. B. baptized fix perfons 
more. The profpect of a more general awakening feemed 
daily to increafe. Our meetings both on Lord’s-days and 
evenings, became more and more crowded and folemn. A 
very confiderable number of young people, who were deeply 
impreffed with a fenfe of their finful condition, frequently vifited 
their minifters and others with this inquiry ; “ Sirs, what mult 
we do to be faved ?? Lord’s-day evening, July 31, Mr. Jones,* 
who had preached a few times in the Veftry, and in private 
pasion preached at 6 o’clock, P. M. in Mr. Baldwin’s meeting- 

oufe. 

On the 7th of Augutt, being the firft Lord’s-day in the month, 
the ordinance of baptifm was adminiftered at both meetings, in 
prefence of a vaft crowd of {pectators. 1t may be proper here to 
notice, that during the adminiftration of the ordinance 
avery alarming event took place. Two workfhops, which 
ftood over the water, each having ‘a platform extending fev- 
eral feet beyond the buildings, fell. Thefe were throng- 
ed with people. The weight became fuch on thefe pro- 
jections as to draw the building from the wharf. The 
fcene for a few moments was truly sayin: Perhaps 60 
perfons of different ages and fexes were in an inftant dropped in- 
to the water. And what rendered it more awful was, it was 
for a minute feared that the buildings would overfet upon 
them. But kind Providence ordered it otherwife; by the 
friendly affiltance of the gentlemen who [tood on the fhore, ma- 
ny of whom {fprang into the water to the relief of the diftreffed, 
they were all gotten fafely out, without any material injury. 
The water was about five feet deep. This accident happened 
immediately after Dr. Stillman had baptized, and during the 
prayer before Mr. Baldwin adminiftered the ordinance. ‘The 
f{cene was too alarming to excite laughter! It feemed rather to 
folemnize than otherwife. In about fifteen minutes, however, 
all was quiet again, and the remaining candidates were bap- 
tized. This folemn event was blcifed, at Jeaft to the conyic- 
tion of one, who has fince been brought to the knowledge of 
* the truth, and to a public profeffion. The fhrieks of thofe who 
were in the water, and of thofe who were alarmed for the fafe- 
ty of their friends, brought to her view the folemn fcene that 
will open when the laft trump fhall found. A third fermon 
was delivered at half paft 7 o’clock, by Mr. J. 

The Lord’s day following, Mr. Burton} preached a third 
fermon at Dr. Stillman’s meeting-houfe. And thenext Lord’s 
day evening, Mr. Williams preached at Mr. Baldwin’s a third 
fermon, and from that time to the prefent, with the exception 


* From Lebanon in New-Hampfhire, in the Freewill connexton. 


+ From Halifax. 
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of two or three evenings, a lecture has been kept up inter- 
changeably at the two meeting-houfes. We alfo had oc- 
cafional leétures in the week time, as we could obtain affiftance 
from our miniftering brethren. 

On the evening of the 15th of September, Mr. Peak preached 
at Mr. Baldwin’s meeting-houfe, and after the people had chiefly 
withdrawn, Mr. B. tarried a-few minutes to converfe with a 
number of anxious perfons, when, perhaps 40 or 50 jmmediately 
collected round him. He delivered a fhort addrefs to them ; 
they appeared to be all intears. Several young men were al- 
fo in the finging feats in the gallery, who were greatly affected. 
One was fg overcome with a fenfe of his wretched condition as 
fcarcely to be able to fit upon the feat. This was the firft be- 
ginning of what has been generally pra¢tifed ever fince, for the 
people to tarry fome time after the blefling is given, 

The firftt Lord’s day in O&ober the ordinance was again ad- 
miniftered at both meetings. Dr. Stillman baptized 8, and 
Mr. Baldwin 5. The feafon was temarkably folemn. Mi 
Burton preached in the eve at Mr. Baldwin’s meeting-houfe ; 
the place was uncomm thronged ; great numbers ‘tt: nding 
in the ifles the whol# time. During this month the work 


feemed greatly to increafe. Scarcely a ‘day pafled without fome 


perfon’s calling, and frequently many in a day would call 
on their miniiters for inftruétions. Often by the time one 
company were gone out, another would come in. After 
meeting it was frequently the cafe that 20 or 30 would 
call on each of the minifters. Thefe little companies would be 
made up promifcuoufly of the two focieties; and fometimes 
numbers from the other focieties in the town. 

On the laft Lord’s day in October, as the tide favoured, the 
ordinance was again adminiftered at both meetings. Dr. 
Stillman baptized r1, and Mr. Baldwin 21. The feafon was 
folemn ; but the pleafure was much leflened on account of its 

raining confiderably during the adminiltration. On the 13th 
November, Dr. S. baptized g more. ‘lhe work appeared at 
this time to be atits height. It is believed that more perfons 
were awakened in September, October, and November, than in 
any other three months fince the work began. ‘he laft Lord’s 
day in November, Mr. B. baptized 12 more. The weather 
was pleafant, but the wind unulually high. The candidates 
behaved with great calmnefs, and the {pectators with decency 
and folemnity. The ordinance was again adminiftered by Dr. 
S. Dec. 11, to eight candidates ; and on the 25th, by Mr. B. to 
9 more. 

The attention through the winter continued much the fame. 
The moft fevere fnow-{torms would not prevent our houfes be- 
ing filled on Lord’s-day evenings. And ufually when fair, 


sh or the cold, they would be thronged. Every 








c A A EE A TN TE ES fe 








Reems 


94 Revival of Religion in Boston, 


ifle crowded full to the head of the pulpit ftairs, and frequent- 
ly hundreds went away who could not get within the doors. 

Reader 1 conceive fora moment what an affecting {cene fuch 
a meeting prefents! Imagine yourfelf ftanding among and 
looking over an aflembly containing perhaps twenty-five hun- 
dred people ! all crowded together like a folid column! All 
is folemnity ! Look in any direction, and you behold. deep con, 
cern depicted in the countenances of anxious finners! Many 
with their heads down weeping! others trying to hold Sosa 
up ; but in fpite of every effort, the tears gliften in their eyes, 
and {teal down their cheeks in fwift fucceilion. If thy heart be 
not marble it muft melt at the profpect ! 

Many who came to look on, or to make ridicyle, went away 
deeply affected ; and were couftrained to fay with Job, “ The 
arrows of the Almighty are within me.’ 

It has been ufual during the fall, winter, and {pring months, 
while the evenings were fufficiently long, for the people to tar- 
ry after the blefling, and frequently fome minifter prefent has 
again addrefled them. Sometimes two or three have fpoken, 
and prayed. This cuftom feemed to @rife out of the feelings of 
the people. They appeared to be Wath to leave the place. 
There is no doubt but they would have tarried until midnight, 
had the exhortations been continued. But the meetings were 
generally difmiffed foon after nine, fo that any perfon might go 
whofe duty called him to be at home. There have been few 
inftances in which the people have not retired before 10 o’clock, 
‘Thofe who have had a principal concern in this work, have ufed 
every prudent meafure to prevent thecomplaints which have been 
too juftly made by Parents and Matters, of keeping the young 
people fo late as to break in upon the cuftomary duties of the 
family. It is but juft to fay at the fame time, that fuch were 
the tender feelings of the minifters, that they would often have 
freely difpenfed with the hours of fleep, to have fpent the fea- 
fon in converfing and praying with fuch anxious finners as re- 
paired to their ftudies for inftruction, had it not been for the 
reafons afligned above. 

Particular cireumftances rendered it inconvenient to admin- 
ilter the ordinance of baptifm during the fevere frofts of winter. 
But on the 15th of April Mr. B. baptized 24 perfons, after the 
fecond fervice on Lord’s-day. The fame precious ordinance 
was adminiltered at both meetings on the 29th. Dr. 5. bap- 
tized 11, and Mr. B. 18. The collection of fpectators was un- 
ufually great, and remarkably folemn. 

During the month of May, Dr. S. baptized 18, in June 8, 
and in Augutt 9. From the firft of May to the laft of Auguft, 
Mr. b. has baptized 33. The whole number baptized m the 
Firft Church fince the 4th of September laft, is 82 ; and in 

the Second, 125. ‘hus we have abundant occafion to fay, 
«Vhe Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.” 
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Although thefe two Societies have been the principal fharers 
in this work, it has not been confined to them. _Perfons from 
almoft every fociety in the town, and numbers from the adja- 
cent towns, have frequently attended on the lectures ; and we 
have good reafon to believe that many have reaped faving ad- 
vantages. 

The church under the. paftoral care of the Rev. Dr. Eck- 
ley has. received confiderable additions fince this work began. 
This good man’s heart has been much engaged in the work, 
and would, we believe, have rejoiced to have feen it more gen- 
eral among his people. He has frequently attended and af- 
fitted in the public lectures, in both the Baptift Meetings. It 
has afforded much pleafure to the friends of vital godlinefs, to fee 
this friendly connexion. We devoutly hopeit may ever continue. 

This hafty, imperfe& fketch of this glorious work, is all 
that our prefent limits will allow us to give; but as the 
work has not come to a clofe, we may deem it proper at fome 
future period to continue the narrative. Should it be afked 
what is the prefent ftate of the work? We anfwer, we think 
the attention, though fomewhat abated, is {till very pleafing. 
Numbers appear to be ftill ferioufly impreffed, while others have 
been lately brought to rejoice inthe truth. We fear, however, 
the day is not far diftant, when fome will have to take up this 
lamentation, “ The harvelt is paft, the fummer is ended, and 
we are not faved.” 

REMARKS UPON THE PRECEDING. 

1. This work has, we believe, been carried on with as little 
noife.and confufion, as any of equal extent which has ever ta- 
ken place in our land. We are far from thinking that there 
cannot be a good work where there is a confiderable mixture 
of enthufiafm ; but {till we think it not very defirable. There 
has been little or no outcrying, fwooning, &c. in the prefent 
work; but the mind filently, yet powerfully impreffed. 

2. The means and inftruments God has been pleafed to ufe 
in carrying on this work. The gofpel preached has been prin- 
cipally bleffed. Frequently the naming of the text has ftruck 
powerful conviction into the mind. In other inftances it has 
been attended with comfort.. Many others have been firft 


. ftruck by feeing a number around them weeping. This folemn 


reilection has come home to their brealts, ‘* Have I not a foul 
to be faved aswell as they? Is it not equally important for me to 
feek the Lord Jefus Chrift as well as they ?? Others who feemed 
not fo much imprefied at meeting, when they came to return 
home and repair to the downy be ed, found they could not reft. 
The fcene they had witneffed in the evening would prefent it- 
felf to the mind, and the truths they had heard would ring like 
peals of thunder through their ears. Many more have been 
ftruck by feeing the ordinance of baptifm adminiltered. In 
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fhort, almoft every thing feemed to preach: Numbers of min- 


ilters of different denominations have vifited and preached. 


with us, and few if any without good effec. 

3. We add a third remark on the change produced. The 
converts in geheral have appeared to have a deep and 
thorough fenie of the depravity of their own hearts ; of the in- 
finite evil of fin, as committed againft a holy God. They 
have not fo frequently exprefled their fears of hell, as their 
dread of fin on account of the wrong which it contains in 
itfelf. Comfort has been varioufly communicated. The pre- 
cious promifes have in fome inftances been powerfully applied. 
Others on viewing the divine character have had inftant joy 
infufed into their fouls. They have felt fuch a fweetneis in 
meditating upon the perfections of God and the glories of the 
Redeemer, as apparently to lofe fight of every thing elfe. In 
other initances the light has been gradually let into the mind, 
and they have obtained evidence of their change, by finding in 
themfelves the tempers and feelings of the gracious heart. 

4. Weadd in the laft place a remark on the effeéts of this 
work, on individuals and on fociety at Jarge. It has reclaim- 
ed the profane fwearer, the gambler, the fabbath-breaker. It 
has made “ young men fober-minded.” It has formed the 
minds of all who have embraced it, to the love of virtue and 
religion. It has led them to difcharge all the duties of focial 
and religious life, with confcientioufnefs and fidelity. In a 
word, it has laid a foundation to hope, that in future life they 
will live fo as to be an ornament to religion and bleflings in 
the world. May the great Shepherd of Iirael, who has gath- 
ered fuch a precious number of lambs in his arms, carry them 
in his bofom, and preferve them fafe to his heavenly king- 
dom. 

Before we conclude this article, we think it proper to ftate, 
that the molt pleafing union and harmony between the two 
churches, and the members individually, has prevailed much 
of the time in which God has been at work amongft us. But 
it would look like an attempt to conceal from the public what is 
but too well known, were we not to mention, that this pleafing 
harmony has been partially interrupted by the attempts which 
have been made bycertain perfons,to introduce fentiments differ- 
ent from thofe which we have profeffed to believe, and whicli to 
us {till appear to be according to truth. It is matter of deep re- 
gret, that we have occafion to make this remark. We hope 
however, that that God, who can caufe the wrath of man to 
praife him, will overrule it for his glory, and the good of Zion. 

Boston, Sep. 11, 1804. 


» N. B. God has alfo been carrying on the fame good work 
in feveral of the adjacent towns, but the particulars have not 
been communicated for this Namber. 





~_os 














